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REACTIONS TO COMBAT

How MANY soldiers took part in actual combat? This question can be answered
only approximately and with qualifications. Participation in combat was very
different from the "contact with the enemy" of many officers and soldiers. Men
brought up ammunition and supplies to the fighting divisions; thousands of
men came from rear areas into the combat zone periodically. The medics, the
engineers, the Signal Corps, the Quartermaster Corps, and many others who
were attached to the Army Ground Forces, though in close proximity to enemy
soldiers, did not have to fight them. The Army Ground Forces organization
included both the fighting men and a limited number of men who supplied and
cared for them.

The Army ground soldier was the most elemental of modern warriors. He fought,
not from battleships or airplanes, but hand to hand. Where he was, there was
battle; and where he was there was modern battle. The ground soldier of this war
needed not only personal courage, but also a high degree of skill to make him pro-
ficient in the use of complicated mechanisms and to fit himself into the interwoven
ground-air-navy team. He took the ground and held it. He imposed his will upon
the conquered. He was in the tradition of Bunker Hill and Yorktown, of the Alamo,
of Shiloh and Gettysburg, of San Juan Hill, of Belleau Woods and the Argonne.
Most of the sweat and blood were his. His family shed most of the tears.2

The number of men who had combat duty can be estimated roughly as be-
tween 2,000,000 and 3,000,000. There were 89 divisions, each with a strength
of 15,000, all but i of which were engaged in combat. Many of these divisions
required thousands of fresh soldiers to replace casualties.3 As of July 31, 1945,
the Ground Forces made up a third of the Army personnel in all theaters, but it
had had four-fifths of the casualties.4

1 Some of the points in this chapter were taken from the Ludwig Kast Lecture by the author,
published in the Bull New York Acad. Med.t 22:7-22, Jan., 1945, under the title "Modern
Concepts of Wai Neuroses."
2 Report of the Army Ground Forces Activities. Memorandum for Chief of Staff, U.S. Army,
from Gen. J. L. Devers, 10 January 1946, Ref. 319.1 (AGF) (10 January 1946) GNDCG.
8 By January 1945, 47 infantry regiments in 19 divisions had lost from 100 per cent to 200 per
cent of their strength in battle casualties alone.
4 Total casualties in combat divisions: 731,814. Killed in action, 144,160 men; wounded in
action, 552,299 men; missing in action, 35,355 men.
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